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FIVE MINUTES WITH: BRAD WILKERSON 


BRAD WILKERSON was the first 
Washington National since the 
franchise moved from Montreal 
to get a basehit and the first to hit 
for the cycle. 

You stood out as a pitcher in high 
school. Do you ever wish you had 
made it on the mound? 

You think about it every once in a 
while. But I’m so glad I get to play 
every day. I think coming out here, 
and only getting to play once every 
five days, that would be tough on 
me. Being a player first, I want to 
be out there every day helping the 
team out. 

Are the Chevy Chase Bank spots 
your first televised commercials? 

That was my first one. It was pretty 
cool. Just working with the director 
and being helped along, you know, 
it was pretty tough. It took a few 


takes to get it done. It was a lot of 
fun. It was a good experience to see 
what it was like and being on the 
scene with the director. 

What brand of sunglasses do you 
wear? 

I wear Oakley most of the time, but 
when I’m going to the ballpark, I 
wear Gucci. I just think I look the 
best in these. 

You’re lOth in the National League 
in walks. Do you think having a 
good eye at the plate is underap- 
preciated? 

I think on-base percentage is a big 
part of the game. It’s an important 
thing across the league out there. 
It’s sound play. My job is to get on 
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base. So I try to get on base, and 
hopefully someone will knock me 
in and I’ll score a lot of runs. I’ve 
always had high walk totals and just 
carried it over to this level. 

Should fans pay more attention to 
on-base percentage? 

It doesn’t bother me. As long as I 
know mine isn’t low. 

Do you play a musical instrument? 

I just bought a guitar. I got a real 
good guitar for Christmas; I just 
started playing. I’m going to try to 
start learning this offseason. It’s just 
a regular Gibson guitar. I just got to 
learn the basics. Maybe play a little 
country here and there, see what 
happens. See what I can do. 

If you had your own television 
show, what kind of show would it 
be? 

I think a reality TV show would 
be pretty cool. One of those day- 
in-the-life, the opportunity to see 
what I do, work out, play a little golf. 
I do a lot of different things. That 
would definitely be pretty cool. 

CHRIS MINCHER 
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61 1 Livan 
Hernandez 
W-L ERA K WHIP 
14-5 3.80 no 1.45 ^ i 



Esteban 

Loaizal2l 

W-L ERA K WHIP 



8-9 3.66 

126 

1.30 

361 Tony 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Armas 

7-6 4.29 

53 

1.45 

221 John 

W-L ERA 

K WHIP 

Patterson 

7-4 2.38 

137 

1.14 

Ryan 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Dresel45 

7-12 5.78 

46 

1.61 


The Bulloen 


32 I Chad 
Cordero 

W-L ERA K WHIP \ 

2-3 I.OI 52 .94 ^ 

56 1 Luis Ayala 

W-L ERA K WHIP 



8-6 2.58 

38 

1.25 

381 Gary 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Majewski 

2-3 3.08 

30 

1.42 

481 Hector W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Carrasco 

3-3 2.49 

30 

1.21 

58lJoey 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Eischen 

2-0 3.63 

19 

1.39 

301 Mike 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Stanton 

1-3 4.91 

14 

1.50 


{W&) Schneider Nabs Thieves 


Nationals catcher Brian 
Schneider had a little 
trouble with the speedy 
Mets last week, » 

running him downfromatop histhrone over 
NL catchers. Going into the series, Schneider 
led the NL in the percentage of runners he had 
caught stealing, butinthefirsttwo games he 
had onlythrown out half (4 ofS), knocking him 
down to second (sixth overall), with a .379 CSP 
(25 of66). Mets’ legsaside, he’s stillasnip- 
erfrom behind the plate: as of Sunday, he was 
second in the NL (fourth overall) in total run- 
ners caught stealing, with 25. And Nats’ pitch- 


ers have the second-best ERA in the NL (third 
overall) when he’s catching. 

BUYING TIME: Itfinally looks like the Nationals 
will getthetrueownerthey deserve. Major 
League Baseball Commissioner Bud Selig and 
operating officer Bob DuPuysaid at last week’s 
owners meetingsthat the sale — to somebody 
— will befinalized within a month. Eightgroups 
are competing to win the bid, and, whoever wins, 
MLB looks to come out with a huge profit on the 
$120 million investment it made when it bought 
the Montreal Expos in 2002. With the Nationals’ 
surprising success and consistentfan support, 
the price has reportedly climbed uptothe$450 
million range. 



Brian Schneider has caught 25 of 66 base stealers. 


MR. WATSON, GO THERE: The Nationals sent 
Brandon Watson down to Triple-A New 
Orleans last weekto make room for pitcher 
John Halama, who was called upto getastart 
ortwoandthen move into the bullpen. Although 


Watson was only thefourth player in franchise his- 
tory to hit a home run in his Major League debut, he 
didn’t do much else — only 3 hits in 19at-bats (.158) 
during 5 games — but will likely be back when the 
rosters expand in September. 

POPPIN’ NEW VINNY: Third baseman Vinny Castilla 
increased his home-run total by 50 percent in whack- 
ing three out of the park in the last two weeks. That’s 
still only nine, afar drop off from the 35 he hit last year. 

IN THE REDS: The Nationals head office will be feel- 
ing nostalgicasthe Reds come into town this week. 
General manager Jim Bowden has spent most of 
his career in Cincinnati, aftertheteam made him the 
youngest GM in baseball history in 1992. Bowden 
broughtafew Reds icons with himto D.C. as front- 
office assistants, including star shortstop Barry 
Larkin, whoended his 19-year careerto take the job, 
and recently retired pitcher Jose Rijo. chris mincher 
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Cheers to You 

Booed out of New York, Loaiza bounces back in Washington 



NEW YORK, NEW YORK. 

The city so nice, they 
named it twice? That may depend 
on whom you ask. 

Fans at Yankee Stadium boo so 
frequently and with such aggres- 
siveness that a special catch praise 
was created to describe it. They call 
it “The Bronx Cheer.” 

Esteban Loaiza has stood on 
the mound in The House that 
Ruth Built numerous times over the 
course of his 10 -year Major League 
career. For half a season in 2004, 
he did it as a member of the New 
York Yankees pitching staff. 

“It wasn’t tough there, things just 
didn’t go my way,” said Loaiza. “It 
was one of those situations where I 
could never get adjusted in the two 
months I was there and things just 
didn’t go my way.” 

Everything had seemingly 
come together for Loaiza in 2003. 
Pitching for the White Sox, he had 
finally stripped away his label as an 
underachiever, baffling hitters with 
his cut fastball and posting a 21-9 
record with a 2.90 ERA. He made 
the All-Star team again last season, 
but he faded after a fast start and 
became unhinged in New York. 

Acquired before the trading 
deadline to bolster an ailing rota- 
tion, Loaiza flopped — he posted 
an 8.50 ERA for the Yankees — and 
got banished to the bullpen. 

Loaiza was serenaded with “The 
Bronx Cheer” nearly every time he 
took to the mound for the Yankees. 
The booing was everywhere, soak- 
ing him as thoroughly as an after- 
noon storm over Central Park. 
Only when Yankees manager 
Joe Torre emerged from the 
dugout to take Loaiza out of 
a game, would the deluge 
come to an end. 

With a degree of sym- 
pathy for his former pitcher, 

Torre said, “New York is like no 
other place. The fans can be cruel, 
but they can also be wonderful. They 
know what they want to see. They 
can be on your back, or at your back 
at the drop of a hat.” 

After a season in which his win 
total plummeted and his ERA 
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Esteban Loaiza may not be a Cy Young contender like he was two years ago, but he’s been effective in the Nationals’ rotation. 

and when he wasn’t having success 
that compounded the situation,” 
Robinson said. “I think he’s been 
a lot more relaxed here and gotten 
back to his strength of working in 
and out, up and down and throw- 
ing strikes.” 

Physical and mechanical prob- 
lems were not to blame for the drop- 
off from 2003 to 2004, Loaiza said. 


soared, Loaiza still managed to 
land a one -year, $2.9 million deal 
with Washington. 

Nationals manager Frank 
Robinson thinks he knows what 
' “ 6 ^ 


ailed Loaiza in New York. “I think 
last year he was probably trying to 
do too much in New York and just 
got out of his groove, locating the 
ball in and out, trying to be too fine 


Hitters, he said, simply made adjust- 
ments and he didn’t respond as well 
as he should have to them. 

“They stayed back on a lot of 
the pitches and away from one 
pitch and that was the cutter on 
the inside on a lefty or outside on 
a righty,” said Loaiza. “Everybody 
makes adjustments. I’ve got to make 
adjustments, too.” 

While the 31-year-old Mexican- 
born right-hander hasn’t come close 
to recapturing his form of 2003, he 
has posted decent enough numbers 
for a club that has had its share of 
trouble scoring runs this season. 

Through Aug. 22, Loaiza is 8-9 
with a 3.66 ERA. 

Loaiza, who, with 108 career wins, 
ranks second-best all-time among 
Mexican-born players, spends hours 
watching tapes and going over scout- 
ing reports before he faces teams. 
Then he visualizes how he’ll attack 
hitters using his array of pitches: ris- 
ing fastball, sinking fastball, cutter, 
slider and change -up. 

For the first time in several years, 
he has more to worry about on the 
field than off it. A difficult divorce 
is behind him. Longtime girlfriend 
and mother to their four-year- old 
son Sage, Ashley Esposito is back on 
her feet and mostly recovered from 
spinal surgery in April 2001 that 
left her partially paralyzed. 

Much of what made Loaiza the 
person he is today has to do with 
what he and Esposito have been 
through. “She’s not 100 percent,” 
Loaiza said. “But she’s doing much 
better. Our son’s growing and brings 
a smile to our face. It’s unbeliev- 
able. I just thank God everything 

is good.” BRUCE R. WELLS 



Offensive Situation for Pitchers 


WHEN THE NATIONALS were in first 
place during the first half of the season, it 
wasn’t like they were a powerhouse on offense. In 
fact, they were near the bottom in runs scored and 
RBIs, but what helped was that they were always 
getting the timely hits and winning most of their 
games by one run. 

They were 22-7 in one-run decisions as of July 3. 
They’re 4-18 since then, including three straight to the 
Braves in a critical series the last week of July. 

The most glaring stat of all may be this: Since 
July 14 the Nationals have lost 22 of 34. Or just look 
at John Patterson’s record. He’s only 7-4 despite a 
sterling 2.38 ERA. 

“We’re doing nothing offensively,” said Nationals 
manager Frank Robinson. “We try to put ourselves in a 

John Patterson has 12 no-decisionsthis season with a2.38 ERA. 


position to win a ball game and when we have those 
opportunities, we just can’t get the big, tough hit.” 

Nationals pitchers have almost had to be perfect 
on the mound because of the lack of run support 
they have received in the second half. “Our pitching 
staff has done the job. They can’t win a ball game by 
themselves,” Robinson said. “They need help from 
the offense and they don’t get it.” 

But pitcher Tony Armas believes the offense will 
come around and the team will start winning. 

“Everybody is trying hard. We are trying to pitch 
and hit,” Armas said. “Everybody talks about how 
well we did in the first half. If you look at our box 
score, it’s always by one run. It’s just that things are 
not going the way we want them to go. I have so much 
confidence in this team. Nobody is pointing fingers 
at nobody and we are just playing baseball. That’s all 
we want to do.” bruce r. wells 








WELCOME 

To RFK Stadium, SUPPORTERS OF IWantMyNatsTV.com 

Want to watch your Washington Nationals play? Chances are if you are a Comcast subscriber, 

on game day you’re watching re-runs, not home runs. 

Over the past month nearly 50 bars have joined together to tell Comcast and Peter Angelos that 
they are sick and tired of being held hostage while the two corporate titans quarrel. We would 
like to say thank you to the thousands of loyal Nationals fans who have joined us in telling 

Comcast and Peter Angelos, “I Want My Nats TV!” 

To learn more go to 

www.IWantMyNatsTV.com 


Angry Inch Saloon 
Argonaut 
Big Hunt 
Bottom Line 
Bugsy’s 
Bullfeathers 
Cap Lounge 

Crystal City Sports Pub 
DC 9 

Fast Eddie’s 

Garrett’s Restaurant and 


Railroad Tavern 
Exchange Saloon & Grille 
Front Page Bar ofVirginia 
Hard Times Cafe 
Hawk & Dove 
Kelly’s Irish Times 
Lucky Bar 
Mark’s Pub 
McFaddens 
McKeever’s Pub 
Millie &AI’s 


Mister Days 
Murphy’s of DC 
Nolan’s DC 
Pour House 
Ramparts 

Rhino Bar and Pumphouse 
Roxanne 
Saphire Cafe 
Spaghetti Garden 
Stoney’s Bar & Grill 
TS. Muttley’s 


The Brass Monkey 
The Front Page 
The Madhatter 
The Tune Inn 
Trusty’s Full Serve 
Tunnicliffs Tavern 
Uncle Jed’s Roadhouse 
Whitlows on Wilson 
1 8th Amendment 
5 1 St State 
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Starting Pitch^i^ 


Aaron 

Harangisg 

W-L ERA K WHIP 


3.78 


1.22 



Ramon 
Ortiz 1 36 
W-L ERA K 


WHIP 



8-8 5.44 

66 

1.57 

221 Eric 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Milton 

6-12 6.63 

91 

1.56 

341 Brandon w-L era 

K WHIP 

Claussen 

8-8 4.50 83 

1.37 

541 Luke 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Hudson 

4-6 7.35 

32 

1.76 


The Bullpen 


25 1 David 
Weathers 

W-L ERA K WHIP 

1.23 






37 1 Brian 
Shackelford 

W-L ERA K WHIP 



1-0 

.95 

10 

.89 

311 Matt 

w-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Belisle 

2-6 

4.02 

49 

1.40 

561 Todd 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Coffey 

2-0 

5.02 

20 

1.72 

501 Kent 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Merker 

2-1 

3.04 

35 

1.37 

351 Jason 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Standridge 2-1 

3.63 

12 

1.61 


(Series) Reds Suddenly Turn Into Road Warriors 


The Nationals can’t 
afford to lose this series. 
Washington’s welcome- 
home stint against » 

Cincinnati may bethe only three games in the 
nextthree weeks Washington will playagainsta 
team with a sub-. 500 record. 

It’s where Nationaisfansfind outifthe band- 
wagon they’ve been riding in all season was real- 
lyjustatricked-out pumpkin. 

So itfiguresthatthe Reds are playing their 
best baseball of the season. 

Cincinnati has won 10 of its last 13 road 
games, whereas Washington has scored just 42 


runs in its last 13 games at RFK Stadium, result- 
ing in a4-9 home record since July 18. 

Whilethe Reds pitchers had a5.30team ERA 
through Aug. 16 — second worst in the National 
League — they also came up with a string of eight 
straight quality starts earlier this month. It was 
the best run by a group of Reds starters in over a 
decade. 

Cincinnati’s bullpen has also performed well 
of late, posting a 2.74 ERA over a 17-game stretch 
through Aug. 15. 

BAT MEN: The Reds are potent at the plate. Yes, 
they’ll be dealing with the spacious confines of 
RFK Stadium, but Cincinnati was still No. 1 in the 
National League in runs scored and home runs 



RED HOT: Rich Aurilia congratulates Ken Griffey 
on a home run vs. San Francisco last week. 


through mid-August. 

ACHILLES HEEL: Nationals pitchers would be 
well-served to try to make Reds hitters chase 
pitches out of the zone. Cincinnati hitters led the 


league in strikeouts through Aug. 16, averaging 
7.8 whiffs a game. 

COMEBACK KINGS: Through Aug. 16, Cincinnati 
had overcome deficits of three runs or more to 
win games 15times this season. That’s the most 
in the majors. 

SHAKE-UP IN THE MIDDLE: Ryan Freel’s current 
stint on the disabled list with torn knee cartilage 
should shore up veteran Rich Aurilia’s spot at 
second baseforthe Nationals series. Aurilia was 
the Reds’ opening day shortstop, but went down 
with a strained hamstring in May and lost his job 
to Felipe Lopez, who earned a reserve spot on the 
National League All-Starteam. eric brandner 
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Reds 

Cross 

Griffey gets healthy just in time 
for Cincinnati to consider trades 


IT’S EASY TO FORGET 

that, in baseball terms, 
Ken Griffey Jr. was almost per- 
fect. 

“The Kid” enchanted fans and 
fantasy buffs upon entering the 
Majors back in 1989. Just a teen- 
ager, he was quickly recognized as a 
once-in-a- decade anomaly, pulling 
back homers on defense and clear- 
ing the fences with regularity while 
at the plate. 

Griffey left Seattle for his home- 
town of Cincinnati at age of 30, just 
two homers shy of 400 and what 
seemed like a very reachable 357 
more short of the most storied 
record in baseball. 

Then he got undercut. 

Instead of a steady march 
toward coronation as baseball’s 
all-time longball king, Griffey was 
reduced to several scenes of agony, 
tearing everything imaginable in 
his legs season after season. 

In a way, Griffey was lucky it took 
his body this long to break down. 
The centerfielder who became 
famous for acrobatic catches — 
walking on walls even — consis- 
tently tempted fate while making 
plays no one else could early in his 
career. Griffey missed 92 games after 
breaking his wrist in 1995 against 
Baltimore, but returned in 1996 for 
the first of four straight years of at 
least 48 homers. 

Then came the unhappy 
homecoming. Griffey blasted 40 
roundtrippers in 2000 before par- 
tially tearing his left hamstring on 
Sept. 11 of that season. He tore the 
same hamstring in spring train- 
ing of 2001, costing him the 
Reds’ first 64 games. 

The damage spread to 
his right knee in 2002, 
when he tore his patel- 


lar tendon in April. Griffey came 
back in June, only to tear his right 
hamstring. 

And on it goes. 

He made it through half a sea- 
son before having season- ending 
ankle surgery in July of 2003. He 
the completed the grand slam of 
lost seasons in 2004, completely 
tearing his right hamstring. 

After all that, you’d think Griffey 
would be playing centerfield with 
a cane. 

Instead, he’s going to pound 30- 
plus homers for the eighth time in 
his career. 

“You always pull for somebody 
like Griffey with the kind of special 
talent he is and having the opportu- 
nity to come back to his hometown,” 
said Reds assistant general man- 
ager Dean Taylor. “Obviously there 
were a lot of injury issues, which 
were unfortunate. The good news 
is he’s healthy now and has played 



Not everyone can go homeagain. Lookat Ken Griffey Jr., who’sspentthe bulkof Mistime in Cincinnati on the disabled list. 
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all year injury-free.” 

But just as Griffey finally started 
to produce in his hometown, rumors 
started circulating that he may be 
headed elsewhere. 

That talk got louder two weeks 
ago, when the 35 -year- old cleared 
waivers and became eligible to be 
dealt. Still, Taylor and Reds chief 
operating officer John Allen have 
both indicated the former all-star 


isn’t going anywhere the rest of the 
season. That’s despite the presence 
of outfielders Adam Dunn, Wily Mo 
Pena and Austin Kearns — three 
capable hitters who are all a decade 
younger than Griffey. 

Whether it be this season or 
next, Griffey’s salary (he’ll make 
an annual base salary of $12.95 
million through 2008, according 
to the Chicago Sun-Times) and 


renewed production should keep 
his name in the rumor mill as a 
prime target for a contender. 

But for now, the Reds are just 
happy to have their marquee player 
back on the field. 

“He’s a much smarter player now 
in terms of knowing his own body 
and knowing what its limits are,” 
Taylor said. “He still plays as hard as 
anybody on our club.” eric brandner 


Dunn was the 
NL player of the 
month in July. 



In Cincinnati, the Power of Dunn 




DENIS POROY/AP 


THEY SAY everything’s bigger in Texas. 
Adam Dunn is one big oV Texan, who cer- 
tainly appears to take that saying seriously. 

The Houston-native and Cincinnati left fielder hits 
big and misses big. The 6 -foot- 6 , 275 -pound Dunn 
finished last season tied for second in the National 
League with 43 home runs. Then again, he also set 
a major-league record with 195 strikeouts. 

He swings for the fences and sometimes he 
misses. But when he makes contact, look out. And 
that includes you folks sitting in the upper deck. 

Dunn’s power has never been a secret. Consider the 
time in 2001 when the Florida Marlins walked him 
intentionally with a two -run lead and two runners on. 
Makes sense, right? Of course, Dunn was playing in 
his first major-league game. That’s respect. 

That year, the big lefty swatted 51 home runs between 
Double-A, Triple-A and Cincinnati. He’d hit 118 big- 


league homers before his 25th birthday. 

Despite his propensity for whiffing, Dunn has a knack 
for drawing walks. While his batting average hovers around 
.260, he leads the Reds in on-base percentage. 

“People don’t think of him as being that kind of hitter. 
But he is a patient hitter and he knows the strike zone,” 
Reds assistant general manager Dean Taylor said. 

As Dunn goes, usually, so go the Reds. 

Through the end of June, Dunn was batting just .240. 
By July 2, the Reds had fallen 19 games below .500. 

Then Dunn caught fire. He batted .278 with 11 home 
runs and 31 runs batted in en route to being named 
National League Player of the Month for July. Cincinnati 
has been playing above .500 since the run began. 

Dunn may just now be coming into his own. 

Said Taylor: “There’s a lot of great hitters that start 
off the way Adam Dunn did and blossom into Hall of 
Famers.” derek turner 
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Catch a ride with Amtrak®. 

Earn rewards with Amtrak Guest Rewards*^. 


Get rewarded when you choose Amtrak® to take you to the next away game, an important meeting, or anywhere Amtrak goes. 

Visit amtrakguestrewards.com to enroll today. 

AK 

guest rewards’ 


^ STATISTICS AS OF AUGUST 22 


^Roster*) 
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Chris 

Carpenter 1 29 

W-L ERA K WHIP 
17-4 2.29 174 .98 




Mark 

Mulder 1 30 

W-L ERA K WHIP 



14-6 3.87 

85 

1.41 

351 Matt 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Morris 

13-5 3.80 

96 

1.22 

2liJason 

W-L ERA 

K WHIP 

Marquis 

9-12 4.36 

72 

1.41 

37lJeff 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Suppan 

12-8 4.04 

75 

1.42 


44 1 Jason 

Isringhausen . s 

W-L ERA K WHIP 
1-0 1.88 36 1.28 


m 

50lJulian 

Tavarez 


^ f 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

: > 

2-2 2.91 

39 

1.22 

561 Ray 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

King 

3-2 3.31 

19 

1.55 

Randy 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Flores 134 

2-1 3.71 

34 

1.26 

231 Cal 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Eldred 

1-0 1.21 

16 

1.25 

52IAI 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Reyes 

3-2 2.40 

52 

.90 


(Series) Role Call for the First-Place Cardinals 


The Cardinals’ traveling 
infirmary rolls into town 
this weekend, but don’t 
expect the » 

less-than-marquee names in the batting orderto 
roll overforthe Nationals. 

Role players like outfielder So Taguchi and 
shortstop David Eckstein have keptthe Cardinals 
rolling and in control of the National League 
Central, a dozen games ahead of second place 
Houston as of mid-August. 

They may not have the star power of Albert 
Pujols or Scott Rolen (who is outforthe year 
with a shoulder injury), but they’re still going to 


be tough outs. 

Taguchi — a Japanese player spending his 
second full season in the Majors — is no Ichiro. 
Still, he’s carved himself a place in the outfield in 
the absence of Reggie Sanders (broken bone in 
his right leg) and Larry Walker (herniated disk in 
his neck), batting over .SOOthrough mid-August. 

Meanwhile, Eckstein has been a solid 
replacementforthe departed Edgar Renteria, 
playing the role of pesky leadoff hitter and sure- 
handed middle infielder. 

^ SPEAKING OF WALKER ... : If the Cardinals get 
their way, the right fielder could be back in the 
lineupthis weekend. He was taking batting prac- 
tice lastweekduringtheclub’sstop in Chicago. 


^ BIRDS WITH BATS: The Cardinals were in the 
top five in the NL in batting average, total bases, 
walks, hits and runs scored as of last week. 

THEIR ARMS AREN’T SHABBY, EITHER: As 

of Aug. 18, St. Louis’ pitching staff had the best 
ERA, the second-most complete games and the 
third-mostshutouts in the National League. 

DO THEY DO ANYHING WRONG?: The Nats 
would be well served to score early. As of 
Aug. 17, St. Louis was just 22-27 when their oppo- 
nents platethefirstrun. Don’t expectany come- 
backs either. The Cards were just 4-36 when trail- 
ing after seven innings overthat same span. 

ERIC BRANDNER 



COOL DOWN: Even the St. Louis Cardinals are 
worried about being too good too soon this year. 
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Saint Albert 


Cardinals slugger Pujols stands out with an unassuming manner 


TO DESCRIBE Albert 
Pujols as squeaky clean 
does not do him justice. Moreover, 
it misses the point. 

Pujols’ actions don’t come across 
as those of a choir boy looking to 
earn a pat on the head. His pursuits 
— whether they be finding a cure 
for Down syndrome, promoting his 
religion, or helping the Cardinals to 
their first World Series title since 
1982 — are by all accounts both 
dogged and done in an unassum- 
ing fashion. 

One would think he’d be embar- 
rassed to have a Terrell Owens- 
like episode. He’s the anti-Barry 
Bonds. 

The Cardinals’ first baseman 
comes across as an egoless star in 
an era of athletes who are more talk 
than action. And while ESPN is off 
chasing the latest steroids allegation 
or contract squabble, Pujols quietly 
motors on, setting records and giv- 
ing back to his community. 

The lack of attention doesn’t 
seem to bother him one bit. 

When Pujols does talk, it’s in 
terms of team accomplishments. 
After winning the 2004 National 
League Championship Series MVP 
trophy, he declared it would stay in 
the Cardinals’ clubhouse the rest 
of his career because it was a team 
effort that landed St. Louis in the 



YR 

G 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

RBI 

BB 

TB 

SB 

CS 

SF 

SH 

AVG 

SLG 

’04 

154 

592 

133 

196 

351 

2 

46 

123 

84 

389 

5 

5 

9 

0 

.331 

.657 

’05 

123 

461 

101 

155 

31 

1 

33 

96 

70 

287 

M 

1 

2 

0 

.336 

.623 



Chris Carptenter has looked like a dif- 
ferent pitcher sincejoining St. Louis. 


Carpenter Rebuilt as an Ace 


SOMETHING’S DIFFERENT about Chris 
Carpenter. 

Maybe it’s the exchange rate. Pitching for the 
Toronto Blue Jays from 1997-2002, Carpenter was 
average. In those six years, he was 49-49 with a 4.82 
earned run average. He never won more than 12 games 
in a season and never had an ERA lower than 4.09. 

Then he flew south to St. Louis and joined a dif- 
ferent bunch of birds. In 2004 — his first season with 
the Cardinals after a year rehabbing from shoulder 
surgery — he was 15-5 with a 3.46 ERA before anoth- 
er injury ended his season before the World Series. 
This year, he’s been even better. 

Carpenter has established himself as the ace of a staff 
that includes Mark Mulder and Matt Morris. He’s closing 
in on 20 wins and allowing less than three runs a game 


while piling up complete games — six at last count. 

Cardinals assistant general manager John Mozeliak 
believes there’s more to Carpenter’s evolution than a 
change of scenery. 

“I think what [the time off] did was allow him 
to realize how badly he wanted to play this game,” 
Mozeliak said. “He’s someone who understands how 
to go after hitters, he prepares tirelessly to take a plan 
to mound and tries to follow through.” 

But even the front office has been surprised by 
Carpenter’s transformation into the All-Star Game 
starter. “Clearly, when we went into the 2004 offsea- 
son, one of our main goals was to find a front end of 
the rotation pitcher,” said Mozeliak. “In December, we 
didn’t know Chris Carpenter was going to be the Chris 
Carpenter we have today.” derek turner 


World Series. 

“Something that makes him 
special is his competitiveness and 
his willingness to ... be a part of a 
club that wants to win,” Cardinals 
assistant general manager John 
Mozeliak said. “When you look 
at a player of that magnitude and 
talent, when you consider his will- 
ingness to be a part of a winning 
team, it makes it that much more 
special.” 

Pujols’ family moved from the 
Dominican Republic to the U.S. 
when he was young, eventually put- 
ting down roots in Missouri. There, 
he became a high school and local 
college baseball star before being 
selected by St. Louis in the 13th 
round of the 1999 draft. 

Two years later, he was an open- 
ing day starter for the Cardinals and 
won NL Rookie of the Year honors 
with 37 homers and 130 RBIs. 

“He was not a high-prohle draft 
pick,” Mozeliak said. “He had much 
higher expectations of himself than 
most of the people who saw him play 
as an amateur. Once he achieved 
[early success], he wanted to stay 
on top.” 

Pujols — who has never finished 
lower than fourth in his career in 
the NL MVP voting — has topped 
30 home runs each of his first five 
seasons (a major league record he 
set with a roundtripper Aug. 5 in 
Atlanta) and is on pace to have his 
fifth straight 120 -plus RBI season. 

Mozeliak says he wouldn’t be 
surprised if Pujols eventually wins 
a gold glove for his play at first. 

The cynicism that surrounds 
modern athletes would lead even 
the most optimistic fan to start 
Googling Pujols’ name at home 
tonight in search of the chink in 
his venerable baseball and per- 
sonal armor. 

But it’s hard — make that impos- 
sible, if researching the story is any 
indication — to find a player on 
record as saying something bad 
about the guy. 

Maybe that’s because he does 
things like this: In May, Pujols 
and his wife Deidre started the 
Pujols Family Foundation, which 
aims to support several chari- 
ties. Among those is the Down 
Syndrome Association of St. Louis 
(Pujols’ daughter Isabella has the 
disease). 

Of course, you probably wouldn’t 
know that unless you lived in St. 
Louis. 

Pujols really isn’t one to gloat. 

ERIC BRANDNER 
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Washington Nationals | hitting 


PLAYER 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

RBI 

BB 

SB 

CS 

AVG 

OBP 

SLG 

OPS 

Nick Johnson 

350 

53 

105 

28 

2 

12 

57 

60 

70 

3 

.300 

.415 

.494 

.909 

Ryan Church 

230 

37 

69 

15 

3 

7 

36 

19 

57 

3 

.300 

.361 

.483 

.843 

Jose Guillen 

444 

68 

133 

27 

1 

21 

65 

21 

76 

1 

.300 

.346 

.507 

.852 

B. Schneider 

313 

32 

91 

19 

1 

9 

38 

25 

39 

1 

.291 

.351 

.444 

.795 

P. Wilson 

121 

21 

34 

8 

0 

6 

20 

15 

37 

1 

.281 

.379 

.496 

.874 

Jose Vidro 

261 

34 

72 

19 

2 

7 

30 

24 

22 

0 

.276 

.336 

.444 

.780 

Carlos Baerga 

132 

17 

36 

7 

0 

1 

17 

6 

12 

0 

.273 

.342 

.348 

.691 

Gary Bennett 

129 

7 

32 

6 

0 

1 

17 

13 

23 

0 

.248 

.317 

.318 

.635 

V. Castilla 

402 

44 

99 

30 

1 

9 

54 

38 

68 

4 

.246 

.317 

.393 

.710 

B. Wilkerson 

439 

55 

108 

34 

6 

8 

44 

65 

125 

5 

.246 

.347 

.405 

.753 


ProFiie Brian Schneider 

AG E:'28 ’ BAT:’l’ f H RO’wVr’ ’ HT: 6-T ’ ’ wf: I’Ge ’ ’ YRS : 5 




’03 

108 

335 

34 

77 

9 

46 

0 

75 

.230 

.394 

’04 

135 

436 

40 

112 

12 

49 

0 

63 

.257 

.399 

’05 

96 

313 

32 

91 

9 

38 

1 

39 

.291 

.444 



T. Sledge 

37 

7 

9 

0 

1 

1 

Marlon Byrd 

144 

6 

35 

7 

1 

0 

Jamey Carroll 

232 

35 

56 

4 

1 

0 

Matt Cepicky 

25 

1 

6 

3 

0 

0 

L. Hernandez 

63 

5 

15 

2 

0 

2 

J.J. Davis 

26 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

Endy Chavez 

9 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

Junior Spivey 

77 

14 

17 

7 

0 

2 

J. Hammonds 

32 

3 

7 

1 

0 

0 

Tony Blanco 

52 

7 

II 

3 

0 

1 


8 

7 

8 

2 

.243 

.348 

.378 

.726 

16 

II 

31 

2 

.243 

.294 

.306 

.599 

16 

25 

47 

2 

.241 

.322 

.267 

.589 

3 

1 

8 

0 

.240 

.269 

.360 

.629 

6 

0 

5 

0 

.238 

.250 

.365 

.615 

2 

2 

7 

1 

.231 

.286 

.231 

.516 

1 

3 

1 

0 

.222 

.417 

.333 

.750 

7 

II 

26 

2 

.221 

.330 

.390 

.719 

1 

2 

4 

0 

.219 

.286 

.250 

.536 

7 

1 

17 

1 

.212 

.241 

.327 

.568 


ProFile 


Jose Vidro 

AG Ers’d ’ ’ BAT: s’ ’ TH ROW!^ R ’hT: 5 - i f ’ ’wf:’l 93 ’ ’ ’y’rS :’8 



’04 

no 

412 

51 

121 

14 

60 

43 

.294 

.454 

’05 

68 

260 

34 

72 

7 

30 

22 

.277 

.446 


Has hit .349 during the last two years whenev- 
erthere are runners on base 

Before last season, had five consecutive sea- 
sons with at least a .300 batting average 
Has hitmuch betterthird inthe lineupthan 
second (in 2004, .311 with 10 home runs in the 
No. 3 hole versus .252 with 4 homers at No. 2) 
Once one of 10 Rockies to homer in one game 
On Aug. 9, 1999, joined four other players to 
make the most same-day grand slams in the 
past 129 years of the majors 



National Leagne | hitting 


PLAYER 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

Derrek Lee 

459 

96 

160 

39 

2 

36 

Albert Pujols 

461 

101 

155 

31 

1 

33 

Miguel Cabrera 

467 

86 

157 

34 

2 

27 

Sean Casey 

448 

67 

143 

30 

0 

8 

Brady Clark 

473 

76 

147 

24 

0 

9 

Jason Bay 

457 

90 

141 

37 

5 

24 

Todd Helton 

384 

57 

117 

32 

1 

13 

Luis Castillo 

352 

60 

107 

12 

2 

3 

Aramis Ramirez 

454 

70 

138 

30 

0 

31 

David Wright 

431 

74 

131 

32 

1 

18 

Marcus Giles 

441 

80 

134 

37 

3 

8 

Paul Lo Duca 

366 

40 

III 

21 

1 

4 

M. Grudzielanek 

442 

57 

134 

26 

2 

7 

Willy Taveras 

472 

66 

142 

II 

4 

3 

Nick Johnson 

350 

53 

105 

28 

2 

12 

Jose Guillen 

444 

68 

133 

27 

1 

21 

Jeff Kent 

424 

75 

127 

30 

0 

22 

Ray Durham 

371 

53 

III 

25 

0 

9 

Chase Utley 

390 

62 

116 

26 

4 

17 

J. Encarnacion 

392 

53 

116 

20 

3 

15 

Ken Griffey Jr. 

440 

78 

130 

29 

0 

29 

Bobby Abreu 

451 

84 

133 

26 

1 

21 

Carlos Delgado 

385 

62 

113 

30 

1 

24 

Shawn Green 

454 

69 

132 

28 

4 

18 

Geoff Jenkins 

420 

71 

122 

33 

1 

17 

Morgan Ensberg 

431 

74 

125 

25 

2 

33 


ProFile 

Jason Bay 


AGE: 26 BAT: R THROW: R 
HT:6-2 WT:200 YRS: 3 


’03 30 87 15 25 4 
’04 120 411 61 116 26 
’05 123 453 89 140 24 

WE 






’03 14 3 29 .287 .529 

’04 82 4 129 .282 .550 

’05 71 14 108 .309 .572 



RBI SB CS BB AVG OBP SLG OPS 


90 

14 

3 

64 

.349 

.430 

.678 

1.107 

96 

II 

1 

70 

.336 

.431 

.623 

1.053 

86 

1 

0 

49 

.336 

.398 

.591 

.989 

50 

2 

0 

40 

.319 

.378 

.440 

.818 

40 

9 

II 

34 

.311 

.372 

.419 

.790 

72 

14 

0 

68 

.309 

.399 

.569 

.968 

51 

2 

0 

71 

.305 

.422 

.495 

.917 

27 

8 

6 

53 

.304 

.394 

.375 

.769 

92 

0 

1 

34 

.304 

.359 

.575 

.934 

78 

13 

6 

55 

.304 

.385 

.508 

.894 

45 

14 

3 

49 

.304 

.377 

.456 

.833 

48 

4 

3 

30 

.303 

.356 

.399 

.755 

48 

8 

5 

20 

.303 

.342 

.419 

.760 

23 

31 

II 

20 

.301 

.337 

.360 

.697 

57 

3 

6 

60 

.300 

.415 

.494 

.909 

65 

1 

1 

21 

.300 

.346 

.507 

.852 

83 

4 

2 

53 

.300 

.384 

.526 

.910 

45 

3 

3 

38 

.299 

.368 

.439 

.808 

74 

12 

2 

48 

.297 

.378 

.515 

.893 

67 

2 

5 

35 

.296 

.364 

.477 

.841 

85 

0 

1 

49 

.295 

.365 

.559 

.924 

76 

25 

8 

89 

.295 

.412 

.497 

.909 

83 

0 

0 

51 

.294 

.393 

.564 

.957 

62 

4 

3 

50 

.291 

.359 

.489 

.848 

62 

0 

0 

46 

.290 

.378 

.495 

.873 

91 

6 

6 

68 

.290 

.390 

.587 

.977 


American League | hitting 


PLAYER 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

RBI 

SB 

CS 

BB 

AVG 

OBP 

SLG 

OPS 

Johnny Damon 

491 

92 

163 

30 

6 

8 

58 

14 

, 

38 

.332 

.379 

.466 

.845 

Michael Young 

514 

86 

165 

28 

5 

18 

69 

3 

2 

42 

.321 

.373 

.500 

.873 

Vladimir Guerrero 

399 

72 

128 

22 

1 

26 

88 

II 

1 

39 

.321 

.387 

.576 

.963 

Travis Hafner 

349 

66 

III 

33 

0 

19 

75 

0 

0 

55 

.318 

.421 

.576 

.997 

Brian Roberts 

458 

77 

145 

34 

5 

17 

61 

25 

6 

53 

.317 

.389 

.524 

.913 

Alex Rodriguez 

459 

88 

145 

22 

0 

36 

99 

12 

5 

70 

.316 

.416 

.599 

1.015 

Rondell White 

374 

49 

117 

24 

3 

12 

53 

1 

0 

17 

.313 

.348 

.489 

.837 

Miguel Tejada 

491 

70 

153 

41 

4 

22 

79 

5 

1 

30 

.312 

.358 

.546 

.904 

Joe Mauer 

366 

50 

112 

24 

1 

9 

49 

10 

1 

47 

.306 

.382 

.451 

.833 

Derek Jeter 

496 

93 

151 

20 

4 

14 

50 

II 

5 

55 

.304 

.381 

.446 

.827 

Jhonny Peralta 

363 

57 

no 

26 

3 

19 

62 

0 

2 

36 

.303 

.365 

.548 

.914 

Ichiro Suzuki 

513 

86 

155 

14 

10 

II 

50 

27 

6 

35 

.302 

.346 

.433 

.779 

Jason Varitek 

361 

57 

109 

25 

1 

20 

58 

2 

0 

44 

.302 

.380 

.543 

.923 

Gary Sheffield 

454 

82 

137 

24 

0 

26 

95 

9 

2 

64 

.302 

.390 

.526 

.916 

Bill Mueller 

378 

53 

113 

25 

3 

7 

51 

0 

0 

47 

.299 

.382 

.437 

.818 

Mike Sweeney 

370 

48 

no 

28 

0 

18 

63 

2 

0 

22 

.297 

.341 

.519 

.860 

David Ortiz 

458 

91 

136 

34 

1 

31 

107 

1 

0 

75 

.297 

.393 

.579 

.971 

Shea Hillenbrand 

470 

76 

139 

28 

1 

17 

70 

4 

0 

24 

.296 

.354 

.468 

.822 

Julio Lugo 

474 

64 

140 

25 

4 

4 

46 

32 

6 

42 

.295 

.354 

.390 

.745 

Hideki Matsui 

472 

78 

139 

31 

2 

19 

90 

2 

1 

49 

.294 

.360 

.489 

.850 

Coco Crisp 

439 

64 

128 

31 

3 

9 

47 

13 

5 

33 

.292 

.339 

.437 

.776 

Jorge Cantu 

450 

53 

131 

30 

1 

19 

81 

1 

0 

15 

.291 

.319 

.489 

.807 

Raul Ibanez 

462 

69 

134 

24 

2 

16 

71 

7 

3 

48 

.290 

.357 

.455 

.812 

Ivan Rodriguez 

397 

61 

115 

28 

4 

II 

43 

6 

3 

6 

.290 

.299 

.463 

.762 

Grady Sizemore 

484 

80 

140 

28 

10 

14 

63 

18 

7 

40 

.289 

.347 

.475 

.822 

David DeJesus 

443 

63 

128 

30 

6 

8 

52 

5 

5 

38 

.289 

.353 

.438 

.791 


ProFile 

Johnny Damon 

AGE: 31 BAT:L THROW: L 
HT:6-2 WT:205 YRS: 10 


’03 145 608 103 166 12 

’04 150 621 123 189 20 

’05 114 491 92 163 8 




m^sm 


’03 67 3 0 74 .273 .405 

’04 94 19 71 .304 .477 

’05 58 14 55 .332 .466 



(Farm) Zimmerman Has Short Stop at Third Base 


While Rick Short flirts 
with hitting .400 and 
his teammates have the 
best team batting aver- 
age in the Pacific Coast 
League, » 


everyone in Harrisburg is talking aboutthe 
Nationals top pick in the 2005 draft, Ryan 
Zimmerman. 

On Aug. 18, Nationals GM Jim Bowden 
ordered Harrisburg to move Zimmerman from 
third base to shortstop as a possible replace- 


mentfor Nationals shortstop Christian Guzman 
— should Zimmerman be called up when rosters 
expand on Sept. 1. 

In July, Zimmerman told Homestand that by 
starting at Double-A Harrisburg instead of with 
aClass-Ateam bethought his hitting would 
struggle as he learned to identify pitches he 
never saw in college. Atthetime, he was hitting 
.230. Six weeks later, he seemed to master pitch 
identification as he was hitting .310 with seven 
home runs and 27 RBI in 50 games. 

“It’s been all about learning. I’ve had some 
greatguysto learn from,’’ said Zimmerman. “It 
was a matter of me getting more different pitches 
and learning howto hitthem.’’ 



Ryan Zimmerman was moved to shortstop in case 
the Nats want him to replace Cristinian Guzman. 


“The thing we did here waste quietdown 
his swing,’’ said Harrisburg hitting coach Frank 
Cacciatore. “He had to slow down some of the 
things in his swing. I’m impressed with his over- 
all baseball sense. To do what he has done here 
togetgoing inthemiddleofthe Double-Asea- 
son has been amazing. The bottom line isthis 
guy is a great individual.’’ 

Zimmerman is notthat concerned with his 
move to shortstop. “I started eightto lOcollege 
games late in the season. I played shortstop, 
my whole life until college when they moved me 
to third base. Moving there is nota big deal. It’s 
justa matter of learning the picks again,’’ said 
Zimmerman, john hoffmann 
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Washington Nationals | pitching 


ProFiie JoeyEischen 

AGE:' 35 ’ ’ 'b AT:’l’ ’ ’ 'tH ROW: 'l ’ ’ 'hT: ' 6-6' ’ ’ wf!^ 214 'y’rS :’8 


wnmmi 


’03 

2 

2 

3.06 

70 

0 

53.0 

57 

27 

I8 

40 

’04 

0 

I 

3.93 

2I 

0 

I8.I 

I6 

lO 

8 

I7 

’05 

2 

0 

3.63 

36 

0 

22.I 

22 

9 

9 

I9 



PLAYER 

W 

L 

ERA 

G 

GS 

SV 

SVC 

I IP 

H 

R 

ER 

HR 

HBP 

BB 

SO 

Livan Hernandez 

I4 

5 

3.80 

27 

27 

0 

0 

I87.0 

206 

85 

79 

I5 

I2 

65 

MO 

Esteban Loaiza 

8 

9 

3.66 

26 

26 

0 

0 

I64.2 

I72 

69 

67 

I5 

3 

42 

I26 

John Patterson 

7 

4 

2.38 

23 

23 

0 

0 

I47.I 

I2I 

4I 

39 

9 

3 

47 

I37 

Tony Armas 

7 

6 

4.29 

I7 

I7 

0 

0 

94.I 

87 

46 

45 

I3 

5 

50 

53 

Luis Ayala 

8 

6 

2.55 

66 

0 

I 

3 

70.2 

74 

22 

20 

6 

6 

I4 

40 

Chad Cordero 

2 

3 

0.99 

6I 

0 

39 

43 

63.2 

46 

I6 

7 

4 

I 

I4 

53 

Gary Majewski 

2 

3 

3.08 

57 

0 

0 

3 

6I.I 

6I 

22 

2I 

I 

5 

26 

30 

Ryan Drese 

3 

6 

4.98 

II 

II 

0 

0 

59.2 

66 

38 

33 

3 

5 

22 

26 

Hector Carrasco 

3 

3 

2.47 

48 

0 

2 

4 

47. 1 

36 

I4 

I3 

5 

5 

22 

30 

Joey Eischen 

2 

0 

3.57 

37 

0 

0 

I 

22.2 

22 

9 

9 

0 

2 

9 

20 

Jon Rauch 

I 

3 

4.00 

8 

0 

0 

0 

I8.0 

I5 

8 

8 

I 

0 

7 

II 



ProFiie RyanDrese 



AGE: 29 BAT: R THROW: R HT:6-3 WT:235 YRS:4 


’03 2 4 6.85 II 8 70.2 96 42 35 26 

’04 14 10 4.20 34 33 60.2 66 104 97 98 

’05 7 12 5.78 23 23 129.1 162 90 83 46 


ProFiie 


Chad Cordero 


AGE: 23 BAT: R THROW: R HT:6-0 WT: 198 YRS:2 





Wasthe last Expo to take the mound, 
finishing offthefranchise in its final game 
with a strikeout 

Has not had an at-batthis season, or in 
all of 2003. Last year, he had two at- bats, but 
struckoutin both of them 

Nicknamed “Chief” by his college room- 
mate at Cal State Fullerton 

In 2003, his 34 saves at Cal State Fullerton 
led all active collegiate pitchers 


National Leagne | pitching 


PLAYER 

W 

L 

ERA 

G 

GS 

CG 

Roger Clemens 

II 

5 

I.53 

25 

25 

0 

Chris Carpenter 

I7 

4 

2.29 

25 

25 

6 

John Patterson 

7 

4 

2.38 

23 

23 

I 

Dontrelle Willis 

I6 

8 

2.64 

25 

25 

6 

Roy Oswalt 

I4 

lO 

2.67 

26 

26 

4 

Andy Pettitte 

II 

9 

2.67 

25 

25 

0 

Pedro Martinez 

I2 

5 

2.86 

25 

25 

3 

John Smoltz 

I2 

6 

2.88 

27 

27 

3 

A.J. Burnett 

I2 

6 

2.90 

25 

25 

4 

Carlos Zambrano 

lO 

5 

3.07 

25 

25 

I 

Jake Peavy 

lO 

6 

3.I4 

24 

24 

2 

Josh Beckett 

I2 

6 

3.I5 

22 

22 

2 

Ben Sheets 

9 

9 

3.44 

2I 

2I 

3 

Tim Hudson 

9 

7 

3.45 

2I 

2I 

0 

Brett Myers 

II 

6 

3.48 

26 

26 

2 

Brad Penny 

6 

7 

3.60 

23 

23 

I 

Chris Capuano 

I3 

8 

3.6I 

26 

26 

0 

Esteban Loaiza 

8 

9 

3.66 

26 

26 

0 

Mark Prior 

9 

4 

3.66 

20 

20 

I 

Aaron Harang 

8 

II 

3.78 

25 

25 

I 

Tomo Ohka 

8 

7 

3.78 

23 

2I 

I 

Brian Moehler 

6 

9 

3.79 

27 

22 

0 

Livan Hernandez 

I4 

5 

3.80 

27 

27 

I 

Matt Morris 

I3 

5 

3.80 

23 

23 

2 

Mark Mulder 

I4 

6 

3.87 

25 

25 

2 

Kris Benson 

9 

5 

3.89 

2I 

2I 

0 


ProFiie 


A. J, Burnett 


AGE: 28 BAT: R THROW:R 
HT:6-4 WT:230 YRS:6 


1 YR 

W 

L 

ERA G 

GS 1 

’03 

0 

2 

4.70 4 

4 

’04 

7 

6 

3.68 20 

19 

’05 

12 

6 

2.90 25 

25 

1 YR IP H R ER SO 1 

’03 

23 

18 

13 12 

21 

’04 

120 

102 

50 49 

113 

’05 1 

171.2 145 

65 55 

153 


SHO IP 

H 

R 

ER 

HR 

HBP 

BB 

SO 

0 

170.1 

113 

34 

29 

7 

2 

46 

155 

4 

188.1 

146 

53 

48 

14 

1 

39 

174 

1 

147.1 

121 

41 

39 

9 

3 

47 

137 

5 

173.2 

156 

55 

51 

7 

6 

36 

122 

1 

185.2 

176 

60 

55 

14 

6 

34 

129 

0 

168.2 

151 

57 

50 

12 

2 

35 

130 

0 

176.0 

124 

57 

56 

15 

2 

32 

176 

1 

190.2 

175 

66 

61 

12 

0 

45 

141 

2 

170.2 

145 

65 

55 

9 

7 

58 

153 

0 

164.1 

124 

61 

56 

12 

6 

69 

149 

2 

160.2 

127 

60 

56 

15 

4 

37 

183 

1 

137.1 

no 

53 

48 

9 

7 

42 

125 

0 

149.0 

137 

65 

57 

19 

2 

24 

133 

0 

133.0 

137 

54 

51 

II 

6 

49 

83 

0 

168.1 

148 

69 

65 

23 

7 

52 

157 

0 

145.0 

155 

60 

58 

II 

3 

29 

94 

0 

162.0 

156 

72 

65 

21 

10 

63 

125 

0 

164.2 

172 

69 

67 

15 

3 

42 

126 

0 

125.1 

103 

54 

51 

21 

2 

41 

140 

0 

164.1 

157 

72 

69 

15 

4 

44 

131 

1 

131.0 

132 

60 

55 

16 

3 

39 

64 

0 

135.1 

162 

59 

57 

9 

3 

38 

75 

0 

187.0 

206 

85 

79 

15 

12 

65 

no 

0 

147.0 

152 

73 

62 

14 

5 

27 

96 

2 

160.1 

171 

72 

69 

16 

5 

55 

85 

0 

129.2 

125 

61 

56 

14 

3 

33 

79 



American Leagne | pitching 


PLAYER 

W 

L 

ERA 

G 

GS 

CG SHO IP 

H 

R 

ER 

HR HBP 

BB 

SO 

Roy Halladay 

12 

4 

2.41 

19 

19 

5 

2 

141.2 

118 

39 

38 

II 

7 

18 

108 

Rich Harden 

10 

5 

2.63 

19 

19 

2 

1 

123.0 

90 

42 

36 

7 

2 

42 

114 

Mark Buehrle 

13 

6 

3.07 

25 

25 

2 

1 

181.2 

183 

76 

62 

12 

3 

31 

109 

Kevin Millwood 

6 

10 

3.11 

22 

22 

0 

0 

139.0 

128 

54 

48 

17 

4 

35 

108 

Kenny Rogers 

II 

7 

3.27 

23 

23 

1 

1 

151. 1 

149 

62 

55 

13 

7 

40 

69 

Carlos Silva 

8 

6 

3.35 

23 

23 

2 

0 

166.2 

186 

68 

62 

22 

1 

8 

65 

Johan Santana 

12 

6 

3.37 

25 

25 

3 

2 

173.2 

147 

68 

65 

17 

1 

32 

182 

Jarrod Washburn 

6 

7 

3.38 

23 

23 

1 

1 

144.0 

156 

55 

54 

15 

6 

45 

78 

Gustavo Chacin 

II 

6 

3.40 

26 

26 

0 

0 

153.2 

156 

65 

58 

15 

6 

57 

90 

Jon Garland 

16 

7 

3.43 

24 

24 

2 

2 

165.1 

162 

67 

63 

17 

6 

32 

79 

Bartolo Colon 

16 

6 

3.46 

25 

25 

2 

0 

171.2 

167 

71 

66 

19 

1 

33 

125 

Barry Zito 

II 

10 

3.60 

27 

27 

0 

0 

177.1 

138 

78 

71 

18 

10 

68 

128 

Freddy Garcia 

II 

5 

3.65 

25 

25 

1 

0 

175.0 

175 

75 

71 

20 

2 

47 

117 

John Lackey 

10 

4 

3.66 

25 

25 

0 

0 

157.1 

164 

69 

64 

8 

7 

56 

160 

Joe Blanton 

7 

9 

3.75 

25 

25 

1 

0 

148.2 

133 

67 

62 

17 

4 

53 

81 

Brad Radke 

8 

10 

3.78 

26 

26 

3 

1 

173.2 

180 

80 

73 

28 

7 

19 

106 

Mike Mussina 

12 

7 

3.88 

26 

26 

2 

2 

164.2 

176 

75 

71 

21 

5 

40 

131 

Cliff Lee 

13 

4 

3.91 

25 

25 

1 

0 

154.1 

156 

72 

67 

17 

0 

44 

113 

Paul Byrd 

9 

8 

3.92 

24 

24 

2 

1 

158.1 

165 

75 

69 

17 

7 

22 

80 

Scott Kazmir 

7 

8 

3.94 

25 

25 

0 

0 

146.1 

135 

71 

64 

II 

7 

79 

134 

Bruce Chen 

10 

7 

3.95 

26 

24 

1 

0 

148.0 

146 

70 

65 

25 

7 

46 

99 

Danny Haren 

10 

9 

4.00 

26 

26 

3 

0 

166.1 

166 

85 

74 

19 

5 

43 

122 

Nate Robertson 

5 

10 

4.00 

24 

24 

2 

0 

146.1 

146 

77 

65 

17 

6 

49 

89 

J. Bonderman 

14 

9 

4.02 

25 

25 

3 

0 

170.0 

165 

77 

76 

18 

4 

53 

133 

Jose Contreras 

8 

7 

4.08 

25 

25 

0 

0 

152.1 

138 

77 

69 

20 

8 

64 

112 

Jason Johnson 

7 

9 

4.09 

25 

25 

' 

0 

163.0 

173 

85 

74 

17 

3 

39 

73 


ProFiie 

Barry Zito 


AGE: 27 BAT: L THROW: L 
HT:6-4 WT:2I5 YRS:5 


YR 

W 

L 

ERA 

G 

GS 

’03 

14 

12 

3.30 

35 

35 

’04 

II 

II 

4.48 

34 

34 

’05 

II 

10 

3.60 

27 

27 


’03 232.2 186 98 85 146 

’04 213 216 116 106 163 
’05 177.1 138 78 71 128 



Nationals Ag* 


.T73 rrcv 


1924 1 It’s hard to imag- 
ine a better week for 
the Nationals than this 
one in 1924, in which 
the team’s winning 
streak reached eight 
games, Walter Johnson 
threw a no- hitter and 
Washington sported 
a first-place team. » 


Big Train Tosses No-No vs. St. Louis 


It was in the stretch run of this sea- 
son that the Nats, who 30 years later 
becamethe Senators, proved their 
championship mettle. 

Still trailing the Yankees by a 
game, Washington kept pace with a 
2-1 victory overthe Chicago White 
Sox on Aug. 23. Earl McNeely manu- 
factured the hometown heroes’ two 
runs with histwo hits that eventually 
led to his crossing home plate twice. 

The next day it was the defense’s 
turn to win one in the nation’s capital. 
The Nats matched a Major League 
Baseball record by turning five dou- 


ble plays en 
route to a 
4-1 victory over 
the White Sox. 
The game’s 
results left 
Washington 
]ust12/10,000ths 
ofapointoutof 
first. 

Even better news came Aug. 25, 
when “The Big Train” tossed a 
no-no in a rain-shortened game 
won 2-0 in seven innings over 
the St. Louis Browns. It was the 


107th career shutoutfor the great 
Johnson, but only his second no- hit 
performance. To celebrate, Johnson 
attended a vaudeville showthat 
night. Nationaisfans welcomed the 
star pitcher with a standing ovation. 

Proving all good things must 
end, the Nats’ eight-game win streak 
ended inthefirstgameof adouble- 
header, losing 7-Otothe Browns. Yet 
thefuturechampions bounced back 
with a6-2 victory in the nightcap. 

Bythistime, pennantfever had 
sweptthe District. The Aug. 26 
Washington Post reports 500fans 


-including 50from Baltimore-had 
already asked the Nats’ front office 
for World Series tickets. 

Two days later, the fans’ wishful 
thinking was rewarded. True, Babe 
Ruth smacked his41stand 42nd 
homers of the season, butthatwas 
no match for Goose Goslin. All he 
did was hitforthe cycle, score two 
runs and have six RBI in an 11- 
6 win at Yankee Stadium. At last, 
Washington had afirst-placeteam. 

NATIONALS ARCHIVE is a 

week-by-week recap of theteam’s 
World Series-winning 1924 season. 



Walter Johnson 
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STATISTICS AS OF AUGUST 22 


American League | hitting 



American League | pitching 


WINS 


STRIKEOUTS 


SAVES 





B. Colon, LAA, 16 

J. Garland, CWS, 16 
Bonderman,DET, 14 
M.Buehrle,CWS,l3 

C. Lee,CLE,l3 


J. Santana, MIN, 182 

R. Johnson, NYY, 167 
J. Lackey, LAA, 160 

S. Kazmir,TB,l34 
Bonderman,DET,l33 


M. Rivera, NYY, 33 
B.Wickman,CLE,32 
J. Nathan, MIN, 31 
Hermanson, CWS, 30 
D.Baez,TB,29 


National League | hitting 


RUNS BATTED IN 


HOMERUNS 


STOLEN BASES 





A. Pujols, STL, 96 
A. Jones,ATL,95 
C. Lee, MIL, 93 
A. Ramirez, CMC, 92 
M.Ensberg,H0U,9l 


A. Jones, ATL,39 
D. Lee, CMC, 36 
A.Dunn,CIN,34 
M.Ensberg,H0U,33 
A. Pujols, STL, 33 


J. Reyes, NYM, 45 
J. Pierre, FLA, 41 
R.Furcal,ATL,35 
W.Taveras,H0U,3l 
R.Freel,CIN,29 


National League | pitching 


WINS 


STRIKEOUTS 


SAVES 





C. Carpenter, STL, 17 

D. Willis, FL0,I6 

L. Hernandez, WAS, 14 

M. Mulder,STL,l4 
R. Oswalt, HOU, 14 


J.Peavy,SD, 183 
P. Martinez, NYM, 176 
C. Carpenter, SLC, 174 
B. Myers, PHI, 157 
R. Clemens, HOU, 155 


C. Cordero, WAS, 39 
Isringhausen, STL, 32 
T. Hoffman, SD, 31 
B.Lidge,H0U,30 
B. Wagner, PHI, 30 


MLB I STANDINGS 



TEAM 

W 

L 

PCT 

GB 

HOME ROAD RS RA 

STRK 

LIO 

1- 

Atlanta 


70 

54 

.565 

- 

41-21 29-33 598 503 

Won 1 

4-6 

w 

< 

Philadelphia 


67 

58 

.536 

3.5 

40-28 27-30 576 567 

Won 2 

7-3 

u 

Florida 


65 

58 

.528 

4.5 

37-28 28-30 554 507 

Won 1 

6-4 

J 

z 

Washington 


65 

59 

.524 

5 

34-22 31-37 491 496 

WonI 

6-4 


N.Y.Mets 


63 

60 

.512 

6.5 

40-25 23-35 559 507 

LostI 

5-5 

_l 

St. Louis 


78 

46 

.629 

- 

41-25 37-21 625 486 

LostI 

5-5 

< 

oc 

Houston 


66 

58 

.532 

12 

42-22 24-36 532 479 

WonI 

4-6 

1- 

z 

Milwaukee 


61 

64 

.488 

17.5 

31-25 30-39 554 544 

LostI 

5-5 

u 

o 

Chicago Cubs 


60 

64 

.484 

18 

30-30 30-34 551 568 

Lost 2 

6-4 

J 

Cincinnati 


57 

67 

.460 

21 

36-33 21-34 646 690 

WonI 

5-5 

z 

Pittsburgh 


53 

71 

.427 

25 

26-31 27-40 524 591 

Lost2 

5-5 


San Diego 


61 

62 

.496 

— 

32-27 29-35 530 562 

LostI 

4-6 

u 

> 

Arizona 


58 

67 

.464 

4 

27-32 31-35 553 671 

LostI 

4-6 

> 

L.A. Dodgers 


56 

67 

.455 

5 

29-30 27-37 532 600 

LostI 

6-4 

z 

San Francisco 


54 

69 

.439 

7 

25-33 29-36 517 602 

WonI 

5-5 


Colorado 


47 

77 

.379 

14.5 

33-35 14-42 547 690 

Won 2 

3-7 


TEAM 

W 

L 

PCT 

GB 

HOME ROAD RS RA 

STRK 

LIO 

1- 

Boston 


71 

51 

.582 

- 

38-18 33-33 696 614 

WonI 

6-4 

U) 

< 

N.Y. Yankees 


67 

55 

.549 

4 

38-23 29-32 658 601 

LostI 

7-3 

u 

J 

Toronto 


63 

60 

.512 

8.5 

34-25 29-35 604 534 

Lost 3 

5-5 

< 

Baltimore 


60 

63 

.488 

11.5 

32-29 28-34 565 598 

Lost 3 

5-5 


Tampa Bay 


51 

73 

.411 

21 

33-29 18-44 575 718 

Won 5 

8-2 

-1 

< 

Chicago W.S. 


75 

46 

.620 

- 

37-27 38-19 568 487 

Won 1 

3-7 

oc 

1- 

Cleveland 


68 

56 

.548 

8.5 

32-31 36-25 580 512 

Won 4 

6-4 

z 

u 

Minnesota 


66 

58 

.532 

10.5 

35-27 31-31 550 506 

Won 1 

8-2 

J 

Detroit 


60 

62 

.492 

15.5 

31-31 29-31 578 567 

Won 4 

7-3 

<t 

Kansas City 


40 

82 

.328 

35.5 23-37 17-45 514 712 

Won 2 

2-8 

(n 

L.A. Angels 


71 

54 

.573 

- 

41-21 29-33 589 493 

LostI 

6-4 

in 

Oakland 


68 

55 

.536 

2.5 

39-26 29-29 585 507 

Lost 2 

3-7 

J 

Texas 


57 

66 

.463 

13.5 

31-27 26-39 662 665 

Lost4 

1-9 

< 

Seattle 


53 

70 

.431 

17.5 

30-32 23-38 543 579 

Lost 1 

4-6 


Growing Together 



REMEMBER THE 
PICTURES of the 

brand- spanking- new 
Washington Nationals back when things 
got kicked off in April? The uniforms were 
sharp. RFK stadium was clean and abuzz with 
all the new trappings of baseball. The players 
were clean-cut and looking their best. 

Now, the uniforms still look the same. The 
ballpark’s shops still sell the Nationals gear. 
Apparently they don’t sell razors, though. 

As the season has progressed, the 


Nationals, as a team, have grown together. 
Specifically, on their faces. 

“You want to look good, especially for 
your first game here, you want to impress 
everybody,” relief pitcher Gary Majewski, 
who maintains his goatee once a week, said. 
“And then, a lot of guys, they have to shave 
every day, and it gets to be a pain.” 

Even one of the bat boys has one. And the 
most conspicuous sprouting has occurred on 
outfielder Ryan Church — pre-season mug 
was baby-butt clean, now his stubble ebbs 


like the tides — and Brian Schneider, whose 
pharaoh-like chin tuft ... well ... 

“Brian’s got one of those that start right at 
your chin, and it just goes out,” Majewski said. 
“Out, just like that. It’s pretty cool. So guys 
are always doing something different.” 

That certainly is the case with first base- 
man Nick Johnson. Fans through this year 
have seen Johnson show up to the park with 
a close shave, beard, goatee, mustache and 
odd combinations of everything in between. 
Johnson explained his scruff odyssey: 

“I started my beard in spring training, 
just because I didn’t want to shave anymore 
— things got to the point where it was tak- 
ing too long to shave,” he said. “Then it got 
hot, so I shaved. I’m lazy, though, so now I’ve 
got this goatee.” 

True to his word, a week later, Johnson’s 
goatee had become a full beard — a result 
of his laziness to be sure. 

At some point, there may have been prac- 
ticality to the late-season shadows, as man- 
ager Frank Robinson recalled. But any real 
rationale doesn’t hold up these days. 

“It used to be that guys would let it grow 
out and say it was getting colder, and they 
were getting ready to go hunting,” Robinson 
said. “These guys aren’t going hunting any- 
more.” CHRIS MINCHER 



->LookingAhead 



Andruw Jones and the Braves have reason to rejoice. 


• BRAVE NEW WORLD: The Washington 
Nationals begin a stretch of 17 straight games 
againstdivision opponents with a road trip to 
face the Atlanta Braves. Despite relying on sever- 
al rookies, the NL East leaders remain on trackto 
win their 14th consecutive division crown thanks 
to Andruw Jones’ power surge this season. The 
four-game series to end August and thethree- 
game set at RFK from Sept. 9-11 representthe last 
bestchanceforthe Nats to dothe improbableand 
end the year on top of the NL East. 

• PHANTASTIC: As if the Braves aren’t hard 
enough, the Phillies come to town to start a 
three-team homestand next week. Led by Bobby 
Abreu’s bat, Philadelphiasits atop the race for the 
league’s wild-card spot. 

• FISHING: The Florida Marlinsfollowthe 
Philadelphia Phillies into town. Despite under- 
achieving, the Marlins are certainly in the hunt for 
the wild card. The Nats should just hope the red- 
hot A. J. Burnett doesn’t pitch in the series. 
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L 1 

W 2 

W 3 

W 4 




ATL 

ATL 

FLA 
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w 5 
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W 10 

W II 
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OAK 

OAK 

OAK 

SEA 

SEA 

W 12 

L 13 

W 14 

W 15 

16 
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SEA 
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23 

W 24 
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TOR 

TOR 
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L 23 
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GIN 


STL 

STL 
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STL 

W 30 

ATL 
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ATL 
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W 13 

GOL 
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L 17 
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W 21 
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22 
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25 
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ATL 
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II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

ATL 


NYM 

NYM 

NYM 

SO 

SO 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

SO 


SF 

SF 

SF 

NYM 

NYM 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 
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FLA 


PHI 
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ATL 
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AZ 


AZ 

W 17 

L 18 

L 19 
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L 21 
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FLA 
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NYM 


r July 


s 

M 

T 

W TH 

F 

s 






W 1 

w 2 






GHG 

GHG 

W 3 

L 4 

W 5 

L 6 

L 7 

W 8 

L 9 

GHG 

NYM 

NYM 

NYM 

NYM 

PHI 

PHI 

L 10 
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GOL 
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25 

L 26 

L 27 

L 28 

L 29 

L 30 

HOU 
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FLA 
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Home Games Shaded; 76th Annual All Star Game, July 12 



Schedule subject to change 
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A Thorny 
Question 

As the ongoing steroid scandal 
unfolds, neverliave Pete Rose’s 
4,256 career hits seemed so sweet. 


Who knows what to think of 
Barry Bonds’ 73 home run sea- 
son in 2001, Mark McGwire’s 
and Sammy Sosa’s 1998 summer 
of big blasts and Rafael Palmeiro’s 
entire career? 

The cloud of drugs will surround 
all those achievements for years, 
though the numbers will stand in 
the record books. As for the Hall 
of Fame, voters will likely reward 
the players’ statistics, acknowledg- 
ing they came in the era of steroids 
but without any way to determine 
the full impact the performance - 
enhancing drugs had. 

Meanwhile, the powers that be 
in Major League Baseball seem to 
think cheating with drugs is less of a 
crime than gambling on games. 

So Rose sits idly by wait- 
ing for his chance at the Hall of 
Fame, while his former team, the 
Cincinnati Reds, play at RFK 
Stadium this week. 

Forget Rose’s post- career scan- 
dal for a moment. He was known 
as “Charlie Hustle,” a star who 
played the game the way it was 
meant to be played. Along the 
way. Rose won championships 
and collected more hits than any 
major leaguer in history. 

None of those facts are in dis- 
pute, nor is there a question if Rose 
used drugs to improve his play. 

He did, however, bet on games 
as a manager — which should not 
be condoned. It’s an attack on the 
very integrity of the sport. 

Yet how is that different than 
what steroids have done? Bonds 



Pete Rose would be in the Hall of Fame 
withouta betting scandal as manager. 


admitted to a grand jury he used 
the drugs. McGwire all but acknowl- 
edged his use when he froze in front 
of the same Congressional panel 
where Palmeiro emphatically made 
his denial — a fact that makes his 
cheating all the worse. Sosa’s guilt 
remains in doubt, though we know 
he’s not above using a corked bat. 

Baseball’s main punishment for 
the cheaters is to out them one by 
one and then let the public decide. 
Rose’s fate has been a matter of a 
public debate for years, yet base- 
ball took the formal act of barring 
him in 1989. 

I smell a double standard here, 
but, at least Rose’s stats are not 
tainted. It’s time for baseball to 
drop its high horse. If the Hall of 
Fame opens for Bonds and com- 
pany, it should for Rose as well. 

MATT SWENSON 
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BacK \ 

jW Our “IWe-wepe-just-named-one-of-the-top- 
dem " ys.gjpijnes-in-America-and-we-want-to-celebrate” 


FARE SALE! 


At Independence Air, we’re still so proud that we’ue been ranked in the top 3 of all domestic airlines by the readers of Travel + Leisure 
that we decided to bring back our uery popular celebration sale! Book a flight at FLYi.com between ri • 

8.23.05 and 8.29.05 for travel through 10.05.05 and see what our lofty ranking is all about. TiyiaCOIIl 



One-way sale fares from as low as 

r i/7 



on Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
Fares slightly higher on other days 


Albany, NY 

$34 

Columbus, OH 

$34 

Los Angeles, CA 

$94 

Providence, RI 

$44 

Atlanta, GA 

$34 

Detroit, Ml 

$34 

Louisville, KY 

$44 

Roleigh-Durhom, NC 

$34 

Boston, MA 

$34 

Fort Myers, FL 

$54 

Manchester, NH 

$44 

Rochester, NY 

$34 

Buffalo, NY 

$34 

Greensboro, NC 

$34 

Nashville, TN 

$44 

Son Diego, CA 

$94 

Burlington, VT 

$44 

Greenville, SC 

$34 

New York (JFK) 

$44 

Son Francisco, CA 

$94 

Charleston, SC 

$44 

Hartford, CT 

$34 

New York (Stewart) 

$44 

Son Jose, CA 

$94 

Charleston, WV 

$34 

Huntsville, AL 

$44 

New York (White Plains) 

$44 

Savannah, GA 

$44 

Charlotte, NC 

$44 

Indianapolis, IN 

$34 

Newark, NJ 

$44 

Seattle, WA 

$94 

Chicago, IL 

$54 

Jacksonville, FL 

$44 

Orlando, FL 

$44 

Syracuse, NY 

$34 

Cleveland, OH 

$44 

Knoxville, TN 

$34 

Pittsburgh, PA 

$34 

Tompo, FL 

$54 

Columbia, SC 

$34 

Los Vegas, NV 

$94 

Portland, ME 

$44 

West Palm Beach, FL 

$44 


Flying hundreds of non-stops from Washington Dulles 

With these great sale fares, it is easier than ever to earn a free* ** companion ticket during our iCLUB® Companion Promotion. 
All you have to do is be a member of our iCLUB and book and fly twice between July and the end of September! 



independence air 



*Fares may require up to a 3-day advance purchase, are one-way, limited, and may not be available on all flights. Heavy demand for these fares could cause certain days and flights to be sold out prior to the end of the promotion. 
Travel must be booked by midnight E.D.T. 8.29.05 and is valid for travel between 8.26.05 and 10.05.05 only. These fares are not available on 9.02.05 and 9.05.05. Fores are non-refundable but reservations may be 
changed prior to departure for a $35 fee (only $25 if change is made at FLYi.com) plus any applicable difference in fare. Fares do not include segment fees of up to $6.40, the September 1 1th Security Fee of up to $5.00 
and Passenger Facility Charges of up to $9.00. Bookings made through 1 -800-FLY-FLYi are $5 higher per passenger. Fares are subject to change without notice. **Book and complete two roundtrip flights between 7.01 .05 
and 9.30.05. iCLUB Award and GLIDE pass travel does not qualify for companion pass promotion. Companion ticket is only valid for roundtrip travel in combination with the iCLUB member traveling on any regularly available 

roundtrip fare (excluding GLIDE pass) over the same itinerary. Companion ticket may not be redeemed for cash and is subject to collection of segment fees of up to $12.80, the September 1 1th Security Fee of up to $10.00 
and Passenger Facility Charges of up to $1 8.00. Companion ticket travel is good for travel between 9.06.05 and 1 1 .15.05, subject to seat availability. ©Independence Air, Inc., 2005. 



